
PawPrints December 10, 2021
Principal’s Message:
I cannot believe that we are already in the month of December!!

We continue to make slow strides towards a more normal school environment. I
know we are all very ready to return to normal.  I’m grateful that overall we
have had very few positive cases of covid at PRS this year but I ask our families
to stay vigilant as we work our way through the holiday season.  We have
already seen an uptick in positive cases following the Thanksgiving break.  My
goal is to remain focused on what’s important, student safety and learning.
NOT on countless hours of contact tracing, quarantining, screen/stay, and
ultimately having some students at home learning virtually.  PLEASE let’s work
together to achieve this goal.

I’m very excited about the work and the learning that our students are able to
engage in when they are here every day and participating in quality in person
learning.  I’m thrilled to spend time in classrooms observing the excellent
instruction, the students’ learning and the progress I see when analyzing student
data.  We had our first parent/teacher conference day on December 1st and
we are eager to meet with and work with all of our parents as we reflect on
student progress to date and set goals for the coming months.

I’m so appreciative to our parent community who continue to be so incredibly
supportive of the PRS teachers and our staff members.  Your regular show of love
and support keeps morale up during what continues to be a challenging time
with changes and guidelines for schools.



Parents often say that their child doesn’t share about their school day.  Here are
some conversation starters that may help…

1. “Let’s see what you brought home today.”
2. “Show me what you have for homework.”
3. “Describe a book you enjoyed today.”
4. “Tell me what you learned that you’d like to know more about.”
5. “What did you do during recess today?”  “Who did you play with?”
6. “How did you show kindness to someone today?”

Wishing everyone a magical holiday season!!

Fondly,
Michelle

Kindergarten

Kindergarten has been super busy learning how to use our
newly acquired READING SUPER POWERS! Pictures,
words, sounds and sight words are all no match for us!
We love reading and learning about characters &
setting. We can tell you what happens in the beginning,
middle or end of a story, too!  Our stamina is increasing
with each week while we read and write. Did you know
we write stories across 3... yes 3 pages!!! Currently, we are
learning how to compose and decompose numbers up

to 10. In science, we are finishing up our weather and climate unit.



First Grade
Calling all WORD DETECTIVES!! First graders earned their word detective
badges this month in reading! They learned how to use a variety of reading
strategies and practiced good habits for solving hard words! They had
specific missions they worked on in their independent reading that helped
them to stop at the first sign of trouble, monitor their reading and use
everything they know about words to solve problems! In writing students
continue to tell their stories in teeny tiny steps and use craft moves in their
personal narratives!

Second Grade
It has been a fun month of learning in second grade!  The second

graders have been reading and learning about nonfiction books.  They
have learned about text features such as the table of contents, headings,
illustrations, captions, and the glossary.  They have also found many
interesting facts and jotted inquisitive questions about the topics they’ve
read.  The students also enjoyed learning a lot about Veteran’s Day, Diwali,
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah!

In Math, the second graders have been solving addition problems,
including money and length measurement.  They are using strategies with
tools that support understanding of place value, including base-ten blocks,
open number line and the hundred chart.  They have learned that numbers



can be combined by thinking about the value of their digit, combining tens
with tens and ones with ones and sometimes putting together 10 ones into
1 ten.  The students have also played games that assist their paper and
pencil fluency with addition within 100.  The second graders are amazing
learners!

Third Grade
Did you know that November was Native American Heritage Month?

Third graders studied the Native Americans who lived in our Eastern

Woodland area and other regions around North America! So far, third

graders have decided that the Wampanoag people, the people who lived in

the Cape Cod area, were both smart- utilizing nature in every possible way

to survive, and kind- teaching the pilgrims how to plant and harvest native

crops to help them survive the harsh New England winter. The Native

Americans never wasted anything and they were very hard workers!

Additionally, students are learning  Native American songs and dances in

music and by the end of December will share what they know at Tiger Time

to the whole school!

In the month of December, we will continue reading nonfiction texts.

As writers we are using what we know about informational books to write

our own. We have personal expertise in a lot of things: baseball, tennis,

pineapples, and more! In math, we are working hard to become

multiplication masters. We will continue to build fact fluency!

Fourth Grade
Fourth graders have been working hard to learn
new math strategies. Students learned to use
the box method when multiplying 2-digit by



2-digit, 3-digit by 1-digit, and 4-digit by 1-digit factors. This method allows
students to use what they know about place value to help them solve
partial products. Check out this great example of student work! →

In our current unit, students are using what they know about multiplication
to help with new strategies for division. Take a look at this family letter or
watch this video to see ways to support fourth graders at home during this
unit.

Fourth graders are also beginning the next Humanities unit! They are
building on their skills for informational reading, such as identifying the
main idea and supporting details, while learning about the Colonial time
period in America.

Fifth Grade
P.R.S. Fifth Grade November News By:
Allie Scott, Elise Glunt, & Olivia Dziadul

P.R.S. 5th graders have been working hard & have been having fun
during the month of November. Students have been busy in Math, Social
Studies, Reading, Writing, Science, and Spanish.
___________________________________________________________
Math PRS 5th graders have been working on understanding decimals in
their decimal unit in Math class. Fifth graders have been learning decimals
in lots of ways; including, rounding decimals to certain place values,
converting decimals to fractions, adding and subtracting decimals, writing
decimals in word form and expanded form, and putting decimals on a
number line. They’ve been working hard on decimal homework and
schoolwork and have been trying their best. Teachers have been checking

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17FPCzTC7D-aB4gmMHO-yXumKe2p9LabQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx00hso_9Qw&list=PLq8woYzD8KJPs4SVNtBRpihGWAqjpE-Cn&index=4


the work with the whole class, and complimenting mistakes, so that
everyone can learn from their mistakes.
___________________________________________________________
Social Studies In Social Studies, PRS 5th graders have been learning all
about our Government. They’ve learned about democracy and how
America has the 3 Branches of Government. Students have also voted for
Kid Governor. Kid Governor is a program for the state of Connecticut. The
candidates for Kid Governor are 5th Graders all across Connecticut who
are devoted to making a change in our state. Students have also drawn the
Branches of Government, with an essay on what they know about the
branches.
___________________________________________________________
Reading In reading, PRS 5th graders have been reading a class novel,
Flying Solo, by Ralph Fletcher. 5th graders have reading notebooks.
Notebooks are used after reading a couple of chapters where the students
write thoughts and ideas to help build character theory & infer about
characters. Students write down their thoughts in their notebooks. 5th
grade teachers make sure that 5th grader students have at least half an
hour to read during their school day.  PRS 5th grade students have been
becoming avid readers.
___________________________________________________________
Writing 5th grade students have been learning & writing about the 3
Branches of Government, & fictional narrative writing. Teachers make sure
they get writing at least 3 times a week. Fifth graders have also written
about our government, made up a fictional narrative, & students share
writing to the class and get helpful criticism to make their writing even
better than before. Students also give nice compliments, or tell the author
of the story something that they did really well with.
___________________________________________________________
Science In Science, PRS 5th graders have just finished a Matter unit. This
unit taught 5th grade students about atoms, matter, and the newest
member of the matter family: Plasma. Some students also made matter
posters & an essay on what they know about the 4 states of Matter. 5th



grade has also done experiments with different “mystery powders”, &
experimented with things such as; milk, glue, baking powder, etc. 5th grade
has also been working on their new space unit. 5th grade has been
learning about gravity & how it works, Sir Isaac Newton, how he discovered
gravity, & how mass affects gravity. Students will continue to learn about
space, gravity, & more during the coming month.
_______________________________________________________
Spanish In Spanish class 5th graders have been learning all about Spain.
Students have learned all of this by using Spanish. Fifth graders have also
been learning about how to say where they are from in Spanish, and how
to say our country, state and city. Fifth graders have also been learning how
to say what they do outside of school, for example, Me Gusta Jugar
Futbol: I like to play soccer. Ways students are learning Spanish in class
include, card sorts, talking Spanish in conversations, & games using
Spanish words.
___________________________________________________________
Fifth graders have been working hard in the month of November. As you
can see they have been working very hard with all of their subjects.
Although the year has just begun, fifth graders are having so much fun! We
hope you have a happy holiday & enjoy winter break!

Specials-Spanish with Senora Wojicki
¡Hola familias!

¿Qué está pasando en la clase de español?

1st grade: First graders have been practicing saying how they are

feeling. It has been a lot of fun acting out conversations with puppets

in the puppet theater!



2nd grade: Second graders have been talking about where they went

over summer vacation, how they traveled, and who they went with.

They also learned about some popular vacation destinations in  Peru and

Mexico.  We will be starting a unit about food. Students will talk about

foods they like or don’t like, and in their opinion, if they are delicious

or yucky!

3rd grade:  Third graders have been talking about free time activities:

what they did over summer break, what they did over the weekend, and

comparing activities to give their opinion about which activity is more

fun or activities they prefer.  We are just starting a new unit about

indigenous peoples and cultures in the Americas.  We will be learning

about the Pequots from CT, the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas from

Central and South America, and the Tainos from Puerto Rico.

4th and 5th grade: Students have learned about popular activities in

Spain, and things to do or see in the city of Barcelona.  Next, we will be

talking about places and things to see or do right here in South

Windsor!

If you would like to know even more about what we are learning in

Spanish class, you can check out our elementary world language

website.https://sites.google.com/apps.southwindsorschools.org/elemen

tary-world-language/home

https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=uFRx3PXppvZ2afxIzSERG_OoQm5oNU3mSXCms8qUAPxcP8KjzrXZCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsites.google.com%2fapps.southwindsorschools.org%2felementary-world-language%2fhome
https://mail.swindsor.k12.ct.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=uFRx3PXppvZ2afxIzSERG_OoQm5oNU3mSXCms8qUAPxcP8KjzrXZCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsites.google.com%2fapps.southwindsorschools.org%2felementary-world-language%2fhome


Attendance information from Mr. Walton
Attendance at School Matters!

We cannot overstate the benefits of regular school attendance. School attendance refers to
both:

1. punctuality (your child arriving to school on time, by the official start of the school day)
versus tardiness (your child arriving to school late, after the official start of the school
day)

2. presence (your child being in school) versus absence (your child missing school for one
or more days consecutively or sporadically)

We know that parents desire the best for their children. As such, our goal is to educate on the
value of attendance rather than assuming that everyone already understands how important
attendance truly is. After reading this article, we hope that you will:

· realize how quickly your child arriving late or missing a day can add up

· understand the non-verbal message you are sending your children by allowing them to
arrive late or miss school regularly

· understand that you unintentionally may be setting up your children for failure in
academics and life

Regular school attendance prepares your child for success both in school and life. In fact,
attendance is a key indicator of school success. Children with regular school attendance
develop healthy life habits, get better grades, feel more connected to their learning community,
develop important social skills, and peer friendships.

While there are exceptions on either side of the rule, children who are tardy or absent cannot
learn what they are not there to learn. The more they miss, the more difficult it becomes for
them to catch-up because the amount of instruction missed can quickly add up and create a
learning gap. Whereas, children who are punctual and present have a greater chance of
academic success and fulfilling their potential. Attending school on a regular basis will help lead
your child to a brighter future.



Did you know?
When your child is tardy or misses school, your child misses out!!

Every single day your child is absent from school equals a day of lost learning. Every school day
counts starting on Day 1.

When your child is punctual and present in school and maintains a pattern of regular attendance
throughout each school year, your child a) learns, b) has fun, c) makes new friends, d) builds
self-confidence and self-esteem, e) achieves, f) experiences new things, g.) develops new skills,
and h) has the best possible start in life.

If your child is punctual and present in school today, then your child achieves tomorrow.

Have you said or heard Other Parents repeat these Myths re: Attendance?

Ø Tardiness and absences are only a problem if there is not a good or legitimate reason
and if they are unexcused, respectively.

Debunking Myth: Tardiness and both excused and unexcused absences result in time lost in
the classroom.

Ø Sporadic versus consecutive absences are not a problem.

Debunking Myth: Parents often under-estimate the number of end-of-year absences.

Ø Absences are okay if I say so (e.g., for vacation, rest, reward for good behavior,
appointments, family time, bullying, sickness, help around the house, to name a few).

Debunking Myth: Many parents are not aware of how quickly absences add up to academic
trouble and can put their children’s academic future at risk.

Ø Attendance only matters in the older grades.

Debunking Myth: Absences throughout elementary school are associated with poor attendance
and lower academic performance in later grades.

Ø Being tardy to school is not as bad as or is better than being absent from school.

Debunking Myth: Arriving late to school often progresses to your child being absent from
school and, as a result, having poor school attendance which can knock your child off track.

What are known Attendance Facts?

· Too many absences (excused or unexcused) can keep your child from succeeding in
school and life.

How many is too many? 10% of the school year; i.e., 18-missed days or 2-days a month.
· Missing 10% of the school year can make it harder for your child to learn how to read.
· If your child misses half of a school day each week (arrive late, leave early), that equals

19-missed days for the school year, which is nearly 4-weeks of school.
· 19-missed days of school is almost 1-month.per school year. By the end of elementary

school, your child will have missed over half of a school year.



· By 6th grade, chronic absenteeism is a leading indicator that your child will drop out of
high school.

Check your child’s attendance temperature for the school year:

Chronic absence = 12- or more days
Warning signs = 7- to 11-days
Satisfactory = 6- or fewer absences

Good news! Your children can reverse their academic performance if they improve their
attendance.

What can you do to promote Regular School Attendance?

· Establish regular bedtime and morning routines for your child. Regularity fosters
predictability and smooth transitions.

· Establish and honor bedtime. On average, an elementary school child requires
10-hrs/night to function well during the school day.

· Lay out clothes and backpacks the night before.

· Check out your child’s complaints of feeling sick. Often, complaints of stomachaches or
headaches can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home. Only allow your child
to stay home when genuinely sick.

· Schedule routine medical and other health appointments and extended trips when school
is not in session as far as it is possible.

· Have a backup plan for getting your child to school if something unexpectedly arises.

· Discuss any problems or difficulties that may impact your child arriving to school on time
or being present in school.

For example, your child seeming or being anxious about going to school may affect regular
school attendance. If your child seems or is anxious about attending school, talk to your
child’s teacher, the principal or school social worker.

Attendance at school matters!

Important Dates:
December 8th, 15th, 22nd Parent Conferences

December 23rd Early Dismissal

December 24-31 Winter Break

Michelle Dixon, principal
Lisa Lovett, secretary



Linda Futtner, clerk
Colleen Heneghan, nurse
O�ce number:  860 648-5025
PRS website: http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

